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Township Firefighters Need You!

AS TOWNSHIP residents, we all count on East Brandywine Fire Com-
pany (EBFC) to respond when needed. Yet we sometimes forget that 
these dedicated volunteers also rely on us to help them provide the 
excellent service we have come to expect. In 2013, our Township benefit-

ted from over five thousand hours of volunteer service from our firefighters 
and EMS personnel. The crews responded to over 817 emergency calls (about 55% for 
emergency medical service and 45% for fire emergencies). Nationwide, the volume of 
fire department calls has nearly tripled in the last 25 years. 

We can be proud of the 40+ dedicated volunteers at East Brandywine Fire Company. 
Because of the disruptive nature of calls to the first responders (who all have full 
time jobs to pay the bills), many fire companies have difficulty staffing their opera-
tions. But EBFC draws volunteers from many neighboring municipalities because of 
the camaraderie and high quality work environment. Over half the EBFC volunteers 
come from outside East Brandywine Township. In fact, Pennsylvania ranks EBFC 
among the top 3% of 2,153 fire companies statewide, based on training at least 75% of 
its members to National Professional Qualifications Standards.

Being a firefighter is a real commitment of time and energy. The Fire Company holds 
weekly training sessions for its responders. Plus, our volunteers trained over 2,000 
elementary school children in fire safety during 2013, and over 500 families turned 
out for the Fire Prevention Open House. The volunteers also participated in over 
20 community events giving even more of their time to serve our residents. These 
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East Brandywine Fire Company at May 25th “Live Burn” Training Event.

support EBFC

1. Show your support with a tax-deduct-

ible donation to help cover costs. Go to 

www.ebfc49.org, scroll down, and 

find the  (donate) button on the 

bottom left margin. Send a check to East 

Brandywine Fire Company, 2096 Bonds-

ville Road, Downingtown, PA 19335, or 

call (610) 269-2625. 

2. Visit www.facebook.com/
ebfc49 to “like” the Fire Company. 

Following EBFC on Facebook allows you 

to get real-time updates on important 

issues in our Township right on your 

smartphone!

3. Visit www.ebfc49.org and sign 

the guest book to send a message of 

support.

4. Come to the EBFC Annual Chicken 
Barbecue on Saturday, July 19th, 4pm – 

7pm, at the firehouse. This event helps 

support our local volunteer firefighters. 

The meal is $12 for ½ chicken, corn on 

the cob, baked potato, pepper hash, 

applesauce, drink and dessert. Call 

(610) 269-2625 or email special-
eventscoordinator@ebfc49.
org. Tickets may be available on the 

day of the event, but reserve or purchase 

your tickets in advance to ensure your 

meal — and to support our local 100% 

volunteer fire company. 
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township board of supervisors
chairman.................... Hudson L. Voltz, Esq. 

vice chairman................ Jay G. Fischer, Esq. 

member.............................. Arnold Kring

township public meetings 
[ Held at Township Building ]

board of supervisors.....1st Thu at 8am,

	 .............................................3rd Wed at 7:30pm

planning commission..... 1st Wed at 7:30pm

municipal authority...... 2nd Tue at 7:30am

historical commission.. 2nd Wed at 7:30pm

open space committee... 2nd Mon at 7:30pm

ordinance task force.....3rd Thu at 7:30pm

park and rec board........ 1st Mon at 7:30pm

fire/ambulance/police
Fire and Ambulance....................... 911 

Police (emergency)....................... 911 

Police (non-emerg).........(610) 383-7000 

Police Admin..................(610) 269-4300 

Police Website.................www.ebtpd.org

recreation
EBYA  ............................. www.ebya.org 

DARC  .......................www.darcinfo.com

Park and Recreation Board Email 

parkandrec@ebrandywine.org

township staff directory
Dial (610) 269-8230 M–F, 9am-noon; 1-5pm 

x200	 Norann King, Building Department 

x201		 Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer 

x203		 Scott Piersol, Township Manager/ 

			   EMC and Fire Marshal 

x204 	 Matthew VanLew, Roadmaster 

x205		 Luke Reven, Assistant Township Manager

x100		 Police Administration

tax collector 

Dennis Mulhern............ (610) 269-8230, x210

tax information
County Taxes................. (610) 344-6361 

Tax Claim Office.............(610) 344-6360 

Assessment Office.......... (610) 344-6105 

EIT & LST.......................(610) 269-4402 

School Taxes............. 1 (866) 300-1714

[ continued from page 1 ]

Township Firefighters Need You!

volunteers are our friends and neighbors — who make themselves available 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, through every holiday. And after September 11, 2001, the role 
of emergency services expanded greatly. Volunteer firefighters are extremely dedi-
cated to providing this public service. It is estimated that volunteer firefighters save 
American taxpayers $37 billion per year that can be reinvested in each community’s 
infrastructure, social and other community programs, and reduced tax burden.

Across Pennsylvania, volunteer fire companies are struggling with funding and 
volunteers — both are more and more difficult to come by. Many municipalities are 
having discussions on how to support these important community services that are 
too important to lose. Relying on neighboring fire companies would significantly 
increase response times and could cost lives. Moving to a paid fire service could cost 
our Township well over a million dollars annually. Most townships are concluding 
that they need to find ways to support the existing emergency service organizations.

East Brandywine is no exception. While EBFC is a 100% volunteer fire company, 
there are still many expenses. The 2014 budget shows total planned expenditures 
of about $350,000. Almost 56% of this budget is dedicated to costs of obtaining and 
maintaining the Engine, Ladder and other key apparatus. Another 16% goes to paying 
for the building and grounds expenses. About 7% pays insurance bills. This leaves 
only 20% of the budget to pay for administrative fees (such as accounting and legal), 
fundraising expense for the annual mailing, uniforms, training and other miscella-
neous expenses. In 2014, EBFC expects contributions from Federal, State and Local 
governments to cover about 45% of their expenses. But they rely on the voluntary 
contributions of our residents to fund most of the remainder. Please consider ways 
you can help (see “Support EBFC” on page 1).

East Brandywine Towship
who, when & where



3

summer 2014 

www.ebrandywine.org

EAST BRANDYWINE Township is moving to get more connected with 
its residents! There are a variety of new resources available to keep you 
up-to-the-moment with important Township information. If you only have a 
few moments, please do these four things right away:

Go to www.ebrandywine.org and click on 
“Stay Informed” in the green box on the left 
margin. Enter your e-mail address and cell phone 
number and choose the types of notifications you 
want from the Township. These include Emergency 
Alerts, Bids/RFP’s, Employment Opportunities, 
and Agendas/Minutes from Township meetings.

Go to www.facebook.com/ebtpd. Township 
Police Chief Mark Kocsi says “We hope you’ll ‘like’ 
us!” The Police Department will post important 
notices to this page for road or bridge closings, 
recovered stolen property, and requests for assis-
tance when the Department needs information from 
local residents. Be sure to use the link above, not the 
“unofficial” page for the EBT Police Department 
that lists only name and address.

Go to www.facebook.com/ebfc49. ‘Like’ the 
East Brandywine Fire Company to make sure you 
get updates of major incidents from the firefighter 
and EMS teams. See the article on page 1 for more 
information about our volunteer fire company. And 
don’t miss the Annual Chicken Barbeque on Satur-
day, July 19.

Go to www.facebook.com/runforparks2014 
to get updates for the East Brandywine Township 
Run/Walk on Saturday, August 23, as well as some 
updates on other Community Day events that same 
day. More information is available in the sidebar 
article on the right side of this page. Mark your 
calendar and come to be a part of Community  
Day 2014!

Connect to Your Township
Four Ways to Stay in Touch

COMMUNITY DAY

& first annual run  
for the parks

Aug 23, 2014

This year’s Community Day will be 

preceded by a new event: the First An-

nual East Brandywine Township Run for 

the Parks! The event begins Saturday, 

August 23rd at 9:30am in the East 

Brandywine Community Park and will in-

clude a timed 5K “Run for the Parks”, a 

non-competitive “Walk in the Park”, and 

a “Kids for Parks” fun run for children 

under 10. 

Walkers and kids will complete courses 

within the Park and 5K runners will 

enjoy a fast, fun, and mostly flat course 

through the park and the beautiful 

neighborhoods of Cross Keys and The 

Villages at Timberlake, finishing in the 

Park just in time to enjoy Community 

Day festivities. Proceeds will benefit the 

East Brandywine Township Parks. 

Food donations for the Lord’s Pantry of 

Downingtown will also be collected at 

the race and during Community Day. 

All participants and those bringing food 

donations will receive tickets for the 

Community Day Raffle, with additional 

tickets available for purchase. Several 

area businesses have already signed on 

as sponsors and/or donated generously 

to the raffle! 

All residents are encouraged to partici-

pate! For more information, visit our 

Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/runforparks2014. To register 

online, go to www.racemenu.com/
ebt. Additional volunteers and sponsors 

are still needed; please contact the race 

director through Facebook.
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Downingtown Library Growing 
to Serve Area Residents

THE DOWNINGTOWN Library was first established in 1829 as a 
private collection to serve member families. It has been housed in three 
different locations since that time as usage has grown. In 1961, the Down-
ingtown Library became a member of the Chester County Library System. 

The Library has been located at its current location at 330 East Lancaster Avenue 
since 1914.

Once again, the Library is moving forward to serve the growing area population. For 
example, East Brandywine Township, whose residents account for 40% of Downing-
town Library cardholders, is now the 2nd fastest growing township in Pennsylvania. 

The library has already broken ground to upgrade their next home at 122 Wallace 
Avenue in Downingtown (adjacent to Kerr Park, see architect’s rendering above). 
The new facility will provide:

•	 Handicapped accessibility in compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act
•	 Additional rooms for programs, educational services and tutoring
•	 Additional computer workstations and wireless connectivity
•	 Expanded work and reading areas.
•	 Adequate parking and a drive-up book drop.

The Library is a critically important resource for the community. It serves more 
than 109,000 visitors per year, provides Internet access for the 25% of area residents 
without at-home service, hosts educational programs for more than 400 local teens, 
and aids over 500 adults with educational programs or access to vital information on 
health and human services.

Downingtown Library needs your support to make this project into a reality for area 
residents. The Library was grateful for a recent 3 year grant to help with their capital 
campaign, funded by East Brandywine Township. There are many ways you can also 
give to this important cause. Just stop by the library, call (610) 269-2741, or visit their 
web site at www.downingtownlibrary.org. Help Downingtown Library remain 
a vibrant resource for generations to come!

police department  
goes high tech

The East Brandywine Township Police 

Department is completing its pilot 

program to use secured wireless internet 

access in each Patrol Vehicle to enhance 

the type and quality of information pro-

vided to the Patrol Officer in the field, 

and moving forward with full deploy-

ment in each vehicle.

Building on the existing County provided 

Mobile Data Terminal (MDT), AT+T 

Wireless Data cards and specialized 

software have been integrated to 

provide safe, secure access to various 

law enforcement databases from each 

car, as well as complete access to the 

department’s software used to record 

incidents and crimes. Each MDT now 

has the ability to connect back to the 

Police Department’s record management 

system and allows the officer in the car 

the chance to fill out his/her incidents, 

arrests and research past information, as 

if they were using a wired PC at the sta-

tion. Officers can also print out reports, 

photos, and perform real time lookup of 

driver license info and other state wide 

databases queries from the vehicle.

“Officers using this solution in the 

vehicles can access the same suite of 

software and law enforcement tools that 

are available to them at the police sta-

tion, including Email and specialized law 

enforcement websites, with no learning 

curve involved” indicated Norman Wal-

lace, Owner of Kipper Consulting Co., 

the Police Department’s Information 

Technology contractor.

Prior to implementing this technology, 

officers were required to return to the 

police station and complete numerous 

forms and incident reports after leaving 

[ continued on page 5 ]
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RESIDENTS WILL notice several improvement projects commencing on 
area bridges and roads. Dorlans Mill Road Bridge is expected to be closed 
from June 23rd through sometime in September to repair the defects in 
the bridge. When it reopens, it should be back to a two lane bridge as it 

was until fall of 2013. Construction on a new bridge at the bottom of Osborne Road is 
expected to start near the end of 2014, and continue into early 2015. While this will 
solve the weight limit problems where trucks have damaged the bridge many times in 
recent years, the roadway above the bridge (in Caln Township) is still not appropriate 
for heavy trucks. Both Brandywine and Caln Townships (the bridge is the major con-
nector between these townships) are working to continue to limit the use of Osborne 
Road by trucks. Some of the major GPS map companies have agreed to mark Osborne 
Road so trucks will not use this as a shortcut in future releases of their maps. Also, 
Brandywine Township officials are working with local residents to try to address a 
storm water runoff issue that caused icing on Osborne Road last winter.

At a recent township meeting, a local resident reported that PennDOT has been 
notifying residents of their plan to replace the aging bridge on Little Washington 
Road near Evergreen Road with work beginning as early as this fall. Residents have 
expressed concern that the plans today do NOT address the significant flooding that 
occurs in this area during heavy storm water runoff.

Significant upgrades are planned at the corner of Route 322 and Bollinger Road. 
PennDOT has given conditional approval to widen the road for appropriate turn 
lanes, and to add a traffic signal. Pulte Homes is finalizing plans for final approval, 
and expects to start road work in 2015.

And finally, Pennsylvania has been ranked as one of the seven most at-risk states for 
sink-holes. Local residents may have noticed the traffic trouble when a major sinkhole 
closed eastbound lanes of the Route 30 Bypass in Exton for over eight hours this 
spring. According to PennDOT, this was caused by several holes in a drainage pipe 
allowing water to leak and creating voids in the road’s subsurface.

Infrastructure Work Continues

special thanks

East Brandywine Township would like to 

thank the following sponsors of the 2014 

East Brandywine Community Park Golf 

Outing: Animal Resorts, Johnson Mat-

they, Krapf Bus Companies, SWF Indus-

tries, Shoreline Environmental, Yerkes 

Associates Inc., ABC Paper & Chemical, 

ADMIX Inc., American Crane and Equip 

Corp, Offut & Kurman Attornies At 

Law, Commonwealth Fire Protection, 

Brandywine Machine Company, Eagle 

Investment Advisors, George R. Smallet 

Co., Hydraterra Professionals, Indus-

trial Floor, Robert A. McCue Inc., A.N. 

Lynch Co. Inc., Meanix Construction 

Co., National Penn Bank, M. Davis and 

Son’s, Charles Friel, Inc., Universal Elec-

trical Services, Inc., Uhrig Construction, 

Chester County Milling-Paving Inc., and 

The Gilbertson Group.

the scene. This solution allows them to 

remain out on patrol and choose the lo-

cation and time to complete this process, 

while remaining available and accessible 

to citizens.

In addition to the patrol vehicles, 

Department Investigators have also 

been equipped with a wireless hotspot 

which allows them to connect computer 

devices to the Department’s databases 

from crime scenes and other investiga-

tion locations.

“We’ve implemented a very robust, 

secure method to get needed informa-

tion out to the officers while providing 

in the field technologies that make 

the Officer’s jobs more time and cost 

efficient. This effort reinforces to me 

their commitment to be progressive and 

use every tool available to help keep 

the Township and its residents safe and 

secure.” stated Wallace.

[ continued from page 4 ]

Police Department
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Area Boy Scouts were on hand during 

the multi-municipality document 

shredding and e-waste recycling event 

on April 5, held at the K-Mart in  

Caln Township.

scout service

THE BRANDYWINE Conservancy (www.brandywine.org) Re-
forestation Campaign achieved its five-year goal by planting its 25,000th 
tree on April 19, 2014. The Conservancy planted 600 native trees along 
the East Branch of the Brandywine Creek at a property owned by East 

Brandywine Township. Native hardwood tree species included redbud, serviceberry, 
red-twig dogwood, sweetbay magnolia, sycamore, red maple, silver maple, and 
swamp white oak.

historical significance of forests in the brandywine watershed
Forests historically covered well over 90 percent of the landscape within the water-
shed. This forest cover protected the soil, keeping storm water from washing it away. 
Old growth trees and subsequent biological diversity gave the watershed balance and 
virtually pristine water quality. As the Brandywine Watershed developed, develop-
ment removed forests, resulting in forested land now comprising only about 28% of 
the current watershed. As a result, 40% of the Brandywine Creek’s stream miles show 
substantial deterioration today. 

In short, reforesting the watershed is an excellent way to restore water quality. In par-
ticular, reforesting steep slopes and riparian areas (strips of land immediately adjacent 
to a stream) are targeted in the Conservancy’s Campaign because these specific areas 
are especially vulnerable to erosion and, when reforested, prevent sedimentation and 
can filter out pollutants from entering waterways. The Conservancy’s Reforestation 
Campaign allows forests to carry out tasks that are vital to the ecosystem and to the 
health of our waters. 

conservancy sets ambitious goal: 50 by 50 reforestation campaign
An additional 6,000 trees will be planted at multiple sites in the spring and fall of 
2014 with the support of volunteers and funds from various grant sources. The 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society continues to be a primary source of funding in the 
campaign. “The PHS-Plant One Million campaign, a three state, 13 county initiative 
to reforest urban and community forests, supports Brandywine Conservancy in their 
tree planting effort through our TreeVitalize Watersheds grant program and are ex-
cited to celebrate their 25,000th tree planted,” said Emma Melvin, Plant One Million 
Regional Project Manager. 

Building on the Reforestation Campaign’s success, the Conservancy has announced 
an expanded goal “50 by 50,” to plant 50,000 trees by the Conservancy’s 50th an-
niversary in 2017. The 50 by 50 Campaign allows the Conservancy to further the 
impact of our targeted water quality improvement. Additionally, the Conservancy 
continues to hope to inspire additional projects through the visibility and educational 
opportunity that each reforestation site provides.

Brandywine Conservancy 
Plants 25,000th tree

summer 2014
Volume 21, Number 3

editors
Bob Pringle, Editor 

George Holmes, Editor Emeritus

design
Nina Pringle

Send community news to: 

ebtnewsletter@gmail.com

Milemarker

Find many ways to “buy local” with this 

informative guide, available at www.
chesco.org/agdev/farmguide.
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These two properties in the His-

toric Village of Guthriesville have been 

scheduled for demolition. A permit 

was granted because the cost to repair 

these historic buildings was prohibitive, 

and left them as unsafe and unsightly 

properties in the community.

scheduled for 
demolition 

east brandywine 
township thanks xl 

insurance volunteers 

Global Day of Giving  
at Spatola Park

On Friday, May 9, 2014 employees 

of XL Insurance of Exton completed 

a Global Day of Giving to clean up 

Spatola Park. The volunteers painted 

dugouts, the equipment shed, and the 

Park sign above the picnic pavilion. They 

also cleared brush and leaves around 

the playground area and planted flower 

beds. The group placed a total of 14 

tons of stone around the backstop of 

the baseball fields. On behalf of the 

Township staff and residents, the Board 

of Supervisors would like to thank the 

volunteers of XL Insurance for their 

generous donation of time and talent to 

our community.

YOU MAY wonder where “Dowlin Forge” comes from. You can see the 
historic remains along the Struble Trail at the intersection with Dowlin 
Forge Road. A plaque gives the following history:

“Before you lie the ruins of the Dowlin Forge, known as the Mary Ann 
Forge when it was established in 1785. A forerunner of the steel industry, forges 
such as this were in abundance in southeastern Pennsylvania, with thirty-seven in 

existence in 1791. This iron forge was active for 
nearly 100 years.

Water was diverted from the adjacent Brandy-
wine Creek into the raceway (still evident) to 
the water wheels at the sides of the forge. Three 
fires, fueled by charcoal and two trip hammers, 
powered by water, pounded out the impurities 
in the pig iron. Further refining produced the 

bar iron needed to make such items as scythes, sickles, saw blades and horseshoe 
iron. Mary Ann Forge was the earliest industrial site in Uwchlan Township. In 1801, 
John Dowlin purchased the forge beginning three generations of ownership. The 
community that developed around the forge (including saw mill, grist mill, black-
smith, charcoal hearths, produce farm, boarding houses, railroad stop, dwellings, 
school and company store) became known as Dowlin Forge.”

Historic Dowlin Forge

3744 E Fisherville Rd ..................................... (6/3/14).......................................... $	333,000

3 Clover Ln ................................................... (6/2/14).......................................... $	357,500

74 Chatham Ct ............................................. (5/30/14)......................................... $	188,000

225 Brookside Dr ......................................... (5/27/14).......................................... $	237,000

114 Trego Ln ................................................ (5/27/14).......................................... $	564,500

711 N Haines Cir .......................................... (5/22/14)......................................... $	365,000

56 Blakely Rd ............................................... (5/20/14)......................................... $	210,000

397 Rock Raymond Rd .................................. (5/19/14).......................................... $	 65,000

102 Glouchester Ct ...................................... (5/16/14).......................................... $	269,900

550 Creek Rd .............................................. (5/12/14).......................................... $	290,000

112 Trego Ln ................................................. (5/7/14)........................................... $	566,000

307 N Caldwell Cir........................................ (5/5/14).......................................... $	325,000

302 S Caldwell Cir ........................................ (5/1/14)........................................... $	508,000

430 Little Washington Rd .............................. (4/28/14)......................................... $	325,000

4 Kristin Cir ................................................. (4/17/14).......................................... $	289,900

105 Governors Cir ........................................ (4/15/14).......................................... $	510,000

source: zillow.com

On the Move
Recent Sold Homes in East Brandywine Township
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Summer 2014 Calendar of Events

2 Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

3 Board of Supervisor Meeting Township Bldg 8:00am

7 Park and Recreation Board Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

8 Municipal Authority Meeting Township Bldg 7:30am

9 Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

14 Open Space Committee Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

16 Board of Supervisor Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

17 Ordinance Task Force Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

19 EBFC Annual Chicken Barbecue  
(details page 1)

Firehouse 4-7pm 

july 2014

august 2014
4 Park and Recreation Board Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

6 Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

7 Board of Supervisor Meeting Township Bldg 8:00am

11 Open Space Committee Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

12 Municipal Authority Meeting Township Bldg 7:30am

13 Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

20 Board of Supervisor Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

21 Ordinance Task Force Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

23 5K Run for the Parks & Community 
Day (details page 3)

EBT Community 
Park

9:30am

september 2014

october 2014

1 Park and Recreation Board Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

3 Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

4 Board of Supervisor Meeting Township Bldg 8:00am

8 Open Space Committee Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

9 Municipal Authority Meeting Township Bldg 7:30am

10 Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

11 Township Open House. Meet your 
local officials, meet your neighbors, 
and learn about some of the fantastic 
services available to Pennsylvania’s 
second fastest growing township!

Township Bldg 4-7pm

17 Board of Supervisor Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

18 Ordinance Task Force Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

1 Planning Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

2 Board of Supervisor Meeting Township Bldg 8:00am

6 Park and Recreation Board Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

8 Historical Commission Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

13 Open Space Committee Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

14 Municipal Authority Meeting Township Bldg 7:30am

15 Board of Supervisor Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

16 Ordinance Task Force Meeting Township Bldg 7:30pm

SAVE THE DATE

Board of Supervisor Meeting to consider 
adoption of Guthriesville Master Plan  
(posted at ebrandywine.org). 

wed, jul 16, 7:30pm, township bldg 

 

East Brandywine Fire Company Annual 
Chicken Barbecue  
Reserve or purchase tickets in advance to 

ensure your meal. (details p. 1) 

sat, jul 19, 4-7pm, firehouse

5K Run for the Parks & Community Day 
5K, 9:30am (registration opens 8am).  

Community Day, 11am-3pm. (details p. 3) 

sat, aug 23, ebt community park 

Milemarker


