Milemarker
the

summer 2016

east brandywine township quarterly newsletter

Baby Eagles Fly!

COMMUNITY DAY &
RUN FOR THE PARKS

Township Eagles’ Nest Has Two Babies

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20TH

JOIN US ON Saturday, August 20, as
we celebrate 25 years of the Community
Park with our annual Community Day
and Run For The Parks at the East Brandywine Township Community Park.
The Run begins at 9am. Contact Leslie
Winters at runfortheparks@ebrandywine.
org or visit us at facebook.com/
runforparks2014 for information or
to volunteer. At 11am, Community Day
jumps into action. Enjoy the favorites —
Antique and Classic Car Show, vendors/
crafters, pony and hay rides, bingo, food,
and music. New this year is the East
Brandywine Cup — an opportunity for
a team of 10 to win $500 for their nonprofit charity by participating in 5 fun
events including flick the chicken, corn
cobb toss, egg toss, tennis ball scramble
and a sports medley relay. Details are
available at ebrandywine.org.
If you would like to be a part of Community Day, leave a message for Sandy
Lammey or Dave Summers at (610)
269-8230 or email us at parkandrec@
ebrandywine.org.

left: Eaglets in the nest on
May 19, 2016. right: One of
East Brandywine's adult eagles,
standing watch near the nest.

E

ast brandywine township has been
home to a pair of nesting eagles since 2013.
This year, they raised two eaglets who successfully flew from their nest, hopefully to continue to
grow and mature over the next four years before
they gain the white head and tail feathers of an
adult eagle and begin to search for their own
mates. The US Eagle population dropped from
over 200,000 pairs in the 1700’s to as low as 500
pairs, and has rebounded to about 35,000 pairs
across North America.
[ continued on page 3 ]
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Directory

Around the Township
matty dalrymple — local author

township board of supervisors

Around the Township is an ongoing series of feature articles
about Township residents, volunteers, and employees.

chairman...................... Jay G. Fischer, Esq.
vice chairman................... Arnold M. Kring
member............................ Kyle P. Scribner

township public meetings
[ Held at Township Building ]
board of supervisors..... 1st Thu at 8:00am
		

and 3rd Wed at 7:30pm

bondsville mill comm..... 4th Thu at 8:00am
historical commission.. 2nd Wed at 7:00pm
municipal authority...... 2nd Tue at 7:30am
open space committee..... 1st Thu at 7:30pm
ordinance task force.....3rd Thu at 7:30pm
park and rec board........ 1st Mon at 7:00pm
planning commission..... 1st Wed at 7:30pm
trails committee.......... 2nd Tue at 7:00pm

fire/ambulance/police
fire and ambulance....................... 911
police (emergency)....................... 911
police (non-emerg).........(610) 383-7000
police admin..................(610) 269-4300
police website..............www.ebtpd.org

recreation
ebya .............................. www.ebya.org
darc........................www.darcinfo.com
Park and Recreation Board Email
parkandrec@ebrandywine.org

E

ast brandywine resident Matty
Dalrymple leads a double life: by day, a supply
chain project manager at QVC, by night (and on the
weekends), an author of suspense novels. Her books
involve people with an extraordinary skill dealing
with the ordinary world, and were first inspired by
a visit to the Lake Yellowstone Hotel. If ever a hotel
were to be haunted, Lake Yellowstone would be it,
and the question arose: What would it be like to
be able to see those spirits, and what mischief and
mayhem might ensue?
In her first book, The Sense of Death, much of the action takes place in Chester County. Ann Kinnear, the
novel’s fascinating protagonist, investigates the disappearance of a Philadelphia socialite, finding herself
in danger as she uncovers secrets hidden behind
wealth and privilege. In the second book, The Sense
of Reckoning, Ann goes to Maine and gets caught
up in helping to save a crumbling summer hotel by
uncovering secrets that died with the previous owners. But the danger threatens not
just the hotel, but also Ann and her colleagues. Matty’s third novel, also set largely in
Chester County, is planned for release in early 2017.

township staff directory
dial (610) 269-8230 M–F, 9am-noon; 1-5pm
x200

Norann King, Building Department

x201		

Mary Beth Smedley, Secretary/Treasurer

x203		

Scott Piersol, Township Manager/

			

EMC and Fire Marshal

x204

Matthew VanLew, Roadmaster

x205		

Luke Reven, Assistant Township Manager

x100		

Police Administration

tax collector
Dennis Mulhern............ (610) 269-8230, x210

tax information
county taxes................. (610) 344-6361
tax claim office..............(610) 344-6360
assessment office........... (610) 344-6105
eit and lst.....................(610) 269-4402
school taxes.............. 1 (866) 300-1714

Matty has spent most of her life in Pennsylvania, growing up in York, and earning
a Bachelor’s Degree in English Literature from Dickinson College and a Master’s
Degree in Organizational Dynamics from the University of Pennsylvania. She has
lived in Chester County for the past 20 years—first in West Chester Borough and
now in East Brandywine Township with her husband and three dogs, the most recent
addition a terrier from All 4 Paws Rescue.
You can find out more at www.mattydalrymple.com where you will find links
to purchase her books, which are available in print, ebook, and audiobook formats, as
well as information on local author events. The website also provides a list of book
club questions, and a contact form if you would like Matty to attend a book club to
discuss one of her books—she loves to hear readers bring her characters to life in
their discussions! And of course you can follow her on Facebook or Twitter. If you
are interested in writing your own story, Matty maintains www.theindyauthor.
com, where she shares her experiences as an independent writer and publisher.
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Guthriesville Has a New Market!
O’Connor’s Market is Now Open

O'Connor's Market in Guthriesville.

T

ired of driving to Thorndale for milk? To Exton for a loaf of bread? Well,
relief has arrived with the opening of O’Connor’s Market, a grocery/delicatessen store located in the Guthriesville Plaza next to the Medicine Shoppe on Route
322 (address is 1165 Horseshoe Pike; see: www.oconnorsmarket.com ). Since
the closing of Stauffer’s Market last summer, the local community has been without
a grocery store forcing shoppers to brave the traffic down to Caln (Giant and Acme)
or to Downingtown/Exton (Wegmans) to do their shopping. Although O’Connor’s is
a small, family-owned food market and is not targeted to compete with the large box
stores like Acme or Giant, it does bring local shoppers a convenience that we’ve been
lacking for the past year.
Opened on June 9th, O’Connor’s offers a selection of food products including deli
meats (Dietz & Watson), salads, fresh meats, chicken, pork, sausage, and on the
weekends, a selection of seafood. Also, the store carries convenience items such as
milk, eggs, and bread. Customers can order large meat items such as briskets, pork
butts, ribeye roasts and other items good for grilling or smoking whole.
O’Connor’s is owned by Bill Ringsdorf and Jeanie O’Connor Ringsdorf, longtime
community residents, members of Hopewell United Methodist Church, and in Bill’s
case, a 1987 graduate of Downingtown High School. Both Bill and Jeanie have spent
their careers in food service and restaurant management and opened the store after
seeing the need in the community with the absence of both large and small grocery
stores serving East Brandywine Township.
Store Hours: mon to fri 9am to 6:30pm; sat 9am to 6pm; sun 10am to 3pm

Baby Eagles
[ continued from page 1]

Eaglets have a hard battle. Generally,
a pair of nesting eagles produce 1-3
eggs per year. It is estimated that 50%
of all eaglets die in their first year, and
only 20% reach full maturity. According to Sandy Moser, East Brandywine
Township’s Eagle Nest Monitor for
the Game Commission, over the past
four years, the local nest has seen one
eaglet fledge (fly) in 2014, and two
eaglets fledge this year. In 2013, an
eaglet died due to a fall from the nest
before it could fly. In 2015, the nest was
knocked down in January due to high
winds. Though the eagles rebuilt the
nest, and showed signs of new egg(s) by
closely protecting the nest through the
cold and snow of March — they were
attacked by three intruding bald eagles
most likely looking to steal their nest.
The East Brandywine eagles were able
to chase away the intruders, but they
stopped closely protecting the nest,
signaling a “failed nest.”
The exact location of the nest is not
disclosed in this article as a courtesy to
the nearby homeowners as well as the
eagles themselves, who can be disturbed by throngs of sightseers. If you
happen upon eagles (young or old), you
should not approach them even if they
appear injured. Their talons are very
strong, and if they grab you, you may
not be able to get free. You can contact
the East Brandywine Township Police Department at (610) 269-4300 to
make sure an injured eagle gets proper
care dispatched.
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DASD the Only School District
in Chester County Not to Raise
Property Taxes in 2016-17
ACCORDING TO FRANCINE DAGUE,
the Downingtown Library is in the home
stretch of fundraising for their original
$2.2 million campaign to significantly
upgrade facilities and services. Get
involved at these upcoming activities:
Links for the Library jul 25
The 2nd Annual golf and dinner reception at the Downingtown Country club.
To register, visit www.downingtownlibrary.org.
Library Love thu, sep 29, 6pm-9pm
Baskets and bidding to benefit books!
Live auction and raffle. Tickets $40 at
the Downingtown Country Club. For
info, e-mail Francine.Dague@gmail.com
or call (610) 306-2904. All proceeds
will benefit the Downingtown Library, a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Welcome to Kindergarten aug 22, 10am
All children entering kindergarten in
the fall are invited to this fun program
which includes stories, craft and a snack.
Register online.
Touch a Truck sep 10, 10am-12pm
Different types of vehicles including
busses, construction equipment, medical
transportation and more will be onsite
for children to learn about and explore.

East Brandywine Township Supervisors
and Staff show their “Library Love.”

A

s reported in the Daily Local on June 11, 2016, the Downingtown Area
School District (DASD) was the only one of twelve school districts in Chester
County to leave property taxes unchanged for the forthcoming fiscal year. According
to the Daily Local, 2016-17 will be the fourth consecutive year in which DASD taxpayers will enjoy a zero percent increase in their property tax. Still, DASD will have
the second highest school budget next year which, at $210.7
million, dwarfs most other school budgets in the County.
West Chester School District has the largest budget at $237.4
million and Coatesville is #3, at $153.2 million.
The decision to raise taxes or keep them the same is not,
a priori, a good or bad idea. Many factors enter into what is
a very complex process. Milemarker contacted Carl Croft,
East Brandywine representative to the DASD School Board,
for input into the decision making process. Croft first stated that the decision not to
raise taxes does not mean that tax revenues remain stagnant since new homeowners
and new businesses add to the tax base each year. Most important though was his
contention that the Board manages all phases of the District’s expenditures, scrutinizing each funding request to make sure that the spending contributes to a high level of
education for DASD students. Toward that end, he indicated that the School District
has updated all major curricula, including math, social studies, reading, science and
engineering. In addition, DASD will be adding dozens of advanced placement courses
in the Fall of 2016, and every student will be issued a laptop in the Fall of 2017.
Croft also emphasized that the Board manages its capital budget to avoid large swings
in spending that come with non-recurring capital investments. In February, 2016
the Board adopted a 5-year capital budget for spending on facility improvements,
information technology, security services, and general services. With such foresight,
the Board can avoid large “surprise” expenses which, in the case of many school districts, lead to “surprise” tax increases. The Board has retired $45,000,000 in debt in
recent years and has established a debt service reserve fund for another $30,000,000
in debt. This reduced debt service costs by $3,500,000 over the last three years.
On the revenue side, Croft mentioned several other factors which have helped to keep
a lid on tax increases. In addition to new homes and commercial enterprises, DASD
has been reviewing property assessments to make sure that undervalued properties
are adjusted to the right valuations so that the owners pay the appropriate amount of
property taxes. Another factor that has helped is that, according to Croft, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has restored all of the funding reductions from 2010
which were caused by the expiration of the Federal Government’s stimulus plan.
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DASD POPULATION PLANNING
east brandywine township communities, 2016–2021
Community

Status

Type

Hillendale

Approved

211 TH/S

Applecross Phase VB

Approved

91 TH

Hideaway Farms

Under
construction

35 S

Watters Farm

In planning

Weaver Farm

Pre-planning

TOTALS

2016
Units

2017
Units

2018
Units

2019
Units

2020
Units

2021
Units

-

11

30

30

30

30

-

30

30

30

1

0

5

10

10

10

0

0

166 TH

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

245 RH

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

5

51

70

70

31

30

Notes: TH — Townhomes, RH — Retirement homes, S — Single homes, n/a — not available

Milemarker asked Croft about building activity in the District and, specifically, construction in East Brandywine which can also lead to changes in the District’s budget.
Although new homes lead to new taxpayers they also lead to new children that need
to be educated. With East Brandywine being one of the fastest growing townships
in Pennsylvania, we wanted to know how the District handles the influx of children.
Croft had extensive statistics to show that the Board tracks how many homes are being
built, where they are built, and when they will be available for occupation. The Table
above shows the planned communities for East Brandywine over the next five years.
According to Croft, each new home, with the possible exception of retirement
homes, adds an average of 0.53 students to the school district. Across the entire
school district, there may be an average of about 200 homes added each year during expansionary times, a trend that obviously cannot last forever. The trick is to
anticipate where the homes will be built and allocate resources in that direction. East
Brandywine has been a pocket of volatility due to its rapid expansion over the past
seven years. Clearly, the School Board cannot control where or how quickly houses
will be built. At times communities are planned, applied for, and approved by the
Board of Supervisors, but may or may not proceed to construction as per the business
needs of the builder. This is the case with the Hillendale Community shown above
which may start construction immediately or be postponed for years. Because of this
unpredictability, the School Board finds itself in situations beyond its control which
lead to redistricting students since the school which is closest to their homes may
be at capacity when the new home is built. This happened at Brandywine-Wallace
Elementary in 2016-2017 as some students were redistricted to Springton Manor.
In summary, the taxpayers of East Brandywine Township have benefitted in recent
years from static property tax bills which, in turn, have been enabled by a prudent and
conservative School Board in the larger Downingtown School District. Having said
that, the recent era of low inflation cannot endure forever and sound management
practice can only take us so far. As the saying goes, there are two sure things: death
and taxes, or maybe more appropriately, death and higher taxes. So, one day, your
property taxes will go up. But thanks to a well-Crofted plan (misspelling intended),
there will be no higher taxes this year.

the wall that heals
is coming to
east brandywine
july 28 to july 31
community park
HOPEWELL UNITED METHODIST
Church (UMC) and East Brandywine
Township will play host this summer to
The Wall That Heals, a 250-foot replica
of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Part
of a national tour, the replica memorial
wall and accompanying mobile education
center will be on display throughout the
day and night, from July 28th to July
31st at East Brandywine Township Community Park, 440 Dilworth Road.

summer 2016
Volume 23, Number 3

editors
Bob Pringle, Editor
John Barton, Contributing Editor
George Holmes, Editor Emeritus

design
Look Loud Creative Services
Send community news to:
ebtnewsletter@gmail.com
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Historical Commission
Fall Speaking Series
Local History Is Awesome

Tour of Hopewell United Methodist Church

hazardous household
waste drop-off
THE CHESTER COUNTY Solid Waste
Authority and the Municipalities of
Chester County will be hosting two
remaining Hazardous Household Waste
Drop-Off Events this fall.
Oxford School District Admin Building
125 Bell Tower Lane
Oxford, PA 19363
sat, sept 10, 2016, 9am to 3pm
Government Services Center
601 Westtown Road
West Chester, PA 19380
sat, oct 8, 2016, 9am to 3pm
More info at ebrandywine.org/
calendar.aspx?eid=552

route 30 bypass
Planning is underway to improve the
Route 30 Bypass, increasing from 4 to
6 lanes. While the planning has begun,
the first construction is not expected to
begin for about 5 years. The plan is to
begin at Airport Road, and move eastward in roughly 2-year increments per
interchange eventually reaching Route
202. This planning was begun to support the expected population increase by
the year 2040.

september 18, 3:30pm, 852 hopewell road

The history of this church goes back over two hundred years ago when the circuit
riders (preachers on horseback) started on the hilltop. The tour will end at the
churches new Labyrinth in the cemetery.
Gene Pisasale
october 16, 3:30pm, east brandywine township building

Gene Pisasale, author of numerous books on Chester County History will present a lecture on the War of 1812, "The Forgotten War." He'll also tell us the story
of and the true life mysteries surrounding the Star Spangled Banner.
Keith Smith
november 20, 3:30pm, east brandywine township building

Keith Smith, author of a book on how the street names of West Chester got their
names, is an expert on Historical Markers and will tell us about the process for
these markers — including our own for Thomas Buchanan Read’s home. Keith
also spent time in East Brandywine and knows it well!
For more information: Carol Schmidt (484) 237-8071, carolsinex@gmail.com
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Township Tidbits
town tours &
village walks

increased
enforcement

JOIN IN A series of free summer strolls
through historic neighborhoods, hamlets,
villages and sites. This summer you can
explore Chester County’s heritage on
Thursday evenings through August 25th.
Tours generally last 50 minutes and begin
at 5:30pm with the last tour leaving at
7:00pm. Check online at www.chesco.
org/Planning/TownTours or
contact Karen Marshall, Heritage Preservation Coordinator at (610) 344-6923 or
kmarshall@chesco.org for a brochure.

THE STATE OF Pennsylvania has identified
Route 322 between Bollinger Road and
North Buck Road as a problem area for aggressive driving. It was identified based on
contributing factors in submitted accident
reports such as speeding, following too
closely, and improper lane changes. Residents should expect to see increased police
enforcement along this stretch of Route
322 based on grant funding from the State.

osborne road
bridge replacement

THIS 211 UNIT development, including a
mix of townhomes and small family homes,
has been on hold since 2008. In June of
2016, Metropolitan Development Group
performed due diligence and agreed to purchase the project from Southdown Homes.
Township officials expect the project,
which has already been approved, to begin
construction activity later this summer. The
project will include renovation of 2 historic
homes, and a connector road between
Creek Road (Rt. 282) and Township Road,
with estimated completion in 2017.

THIS UPGRADE WAS expected to be
completed by June 30th, but was delayed,
as engineers have struggled with how to
deliver the new bridge to the site. Low wires
make it impractical to deliver from Route
340, so they now expect to back 2 tractor
trailers down Osborne Road from 322, then
unload and position the bridge using the
500-ton crane. A total of 8 bridge pieces
will be delivered to the site. The Township
will be communicating with residents who
may be inconvenienced by this activity as
the timing becomes more certain.

hopewell road pharmacy
THE BOARD OF Supervisors granted final
plan approval to Hopewell Road Pharmacy
with conditions. Tony Scalies, Pharmacist,
hopes to complete the needed improvements to the lot on the corner of Hopewell
Road and Route 322 as soon as possible
and begin to serve the community.

hillendale development

beware of solicitors
ANYONE TRYING TO sell door-to-door
in East Brandywine must get a permit from
the Township. If you see suspicious activity,
contact the Police Department immediately.
This Spring, police confronted two illegal
solicitors using aggressive tactics while attempting to sell meat to residents out of the
back of white rental vans. They displayed
magnetic signs saying “The Meat Shoppe”
and “Capital Meats”. These companies
have been warned by other Police agencies
in the area, but continue to solicit illegally.

ON THE MOVE
recent sold homes in east
brandywine township
117 Waring Dr.......................$475,500
612 Pancoast Ln....................$410,000
461 Corner Ketch Rd.............$370,000
575 Hopewell Rd...................$335,000
28 Clement Ct......................$325,000
34 Blakely Rd........................$359,900
14 Grovehill Ct..................... $500,000
204 Pinebrooke Cir...............$215,000
111 Constitution Dr...............$245,000
1 Longwood Dr......................$415,000
1210 Osborne Rd..................$235,100
120 Lenora Ln.......................$365,000
104 Tradition Ln....................$325,000
511 Dilworth Rd....................$449,000
391 N Buck Rd......................$525,000
3 Longwood Rd..................... $247,100
14 Rolling Glenn Ln.............. $600,000
237 Jefferis Rd......................$418,000
280 N Caldwell Cir...............$329,000
594 Rock Raymond Rd...........$511,000
206 N Caldwell Cir...............$376,000
45 Delaney Dr.......................$860,000
117 Locust Knoll Rd...............$335,000
18 Delancey Pl...................... $180,100
111 Hilltop Dr.......................$390,000
20 Blakely Rd.......................$353,000
309 N Caldwell Cir...............$345,000
1180 Hopewell Rd................ $260,000
385 Zynn Rd.........................$199,500
360 N Buck Rd.....................$376,000
850 Little Washington Rd......$215,000
1 Maria Ct............................$589,470
144 Sills Ln...........................$302,500
28 Hastings Ct......................$150,000
Source: Zillow.com

presorted standard
us postage paid
southeastern, pa 19399
permit #50

1214 Horseshoe Pike
Downingtown, PA 19335-1153

SAVE THE DATE
Historical Commission Speaking Series (p. 6)
sep 18, oct 16, nov 20
The Wall That Heals (p. 5)
jul 28-31, ebt comm park
Downingtown Library Events (p. 4)
jul 25, links for library
aug 22, welcome to kindergarten
sep 10, touch a truck
sep 29, library love auction
Community Day & Run for the Parks (p. 1)
saturday, aug 20

Summer 2016 Calendar of Events
For more info, see www.ebrandywine.org

july 2016

august 2016

4

Park and Recreation Board Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

1

Park and Recreation Board Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

6

Planning Commission Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

3

Planning Commission Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

7

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Township Bldg

8:00am

4

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Township Bldg

8:00am

7

Open Space Committee Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

4

Open Space Committee Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

12

Municipal Authority Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30am

9

Municipal Authority Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30am

12

Trails Committee Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

9

Trails Committee Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

13

Historical Commission Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

10

Historical Commission Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

20

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

17

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

Township Bldg

7:30pm

21

Ordinance Task Force Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

18

Ordinance Task Force Meeting

28

Bondsville Mill Committee

Township Bldg

8:00am

20

Community Day (11am-3pm) & Run for the Parks (9am)

28

The Wall That Heals at EBT Com. Park (ends at 5:00 pm July 31)

25

Bondsville Mill Committee

30

Bagged Yard Waste Pick-Up

25

Bagged Yard Waste Pick-Up

september 2016

Township Bldg

8:00am

october 2016

1

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Township Bldg

8:00am

3

Park and Recreation Board Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

1

Open Space Committee Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

5

Planning Commission Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

5

Park and Recreation Board Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

6

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Township Bldg

8:00am

7

Planning Commission Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

6

Open Space Committee Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

13

Municipal Authority Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30am

11

Municipal Authority Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30am

13

Trails Committee Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

11

Trails Committee Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

14

Historical Commission Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

12

Historical Commission Meeting

Township Bldg

7:00pm

15

Ordinance Task Force Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

16

Township Bldg

3:30pm

18

Historical Speaking Series:
Hopewell United Methodist Church

852 Hopewell
Road

3:30pm

Historical Speaking Series:
Gene Pisasale

19

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

21

Board of Supervisors Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

20

Ordinance Task Force Meeting

Township Bldg

7:30pm

22

Bondsville Mill Committee

Township Bldg

8:00am

27

Bondsville Mill Committee

Township Bldg

8:00am

24

Bagged Yard Waste Pick-Up

29

Bagged Yard Waste Pick-Up

